
York Durham Sewage System Modifications  

Executive Summary February 2018 
Introduction 

This report documents the York Durham Sewage System (YDSS) Modifications proposed by 
The Regional Municipality of York Region (York Region). Wastewater resulting from provincially 
approved growth in the Town of Aurora and portions of the Town of Newmarket is currently 
conveyed to the Duffin Creek Water Pollution Control Plant (WPCP) via a forcemain system that 
is part of the York Durham Sewage System (YDSS). The existing YDSS forcemain system in 
Newmarket is approaching capacity and must be upgraded with a new second forcemain to 
ensure system reliability during high flow conditions and to complete necessary forcemain 
maintenance work.  
 
As a result, the modifications would provide a second forcemain for both the Newmarket and 
Bogart Creek Pumping Stations respectively to allow for relief to the YDSS during periods of 
extreme high wet weather flow at the Newmarket, Bogart, and Aurora Pumping Stations to avoid 
sewer surcharge and bypass to the natural environment and maintenance servicing of the 
forcemains,  and provide sufficient capacity for approved growth to 2031. 
 
Description of the York Durham Sewage System Modifications 

The modifications to the existing YDSS include the following: 
 
 A second forcemain (a new Newmarket forcemain) from the existing Newmarket 

Pumping Station to the existing gravity sewer that discharges to the Aurora Pumping 
Station   

 A second forcemain (a new Bogart Creek forcemain) from the existing Bogart Creek 
Pumping Station to the new Newmarket forcemain 

 Modifications to the Newmarket and Bogart Creek Pumping Stations for connection of 
the new forcemains 

 
The new second forcemain routes in Newmarket would generally parallel the existing 
forcemains, with slight route alterations as required for constructability reasons and to minimize 
disturbances to the natural environment and existing utilities. Construction of the new 
forcemains would involve both open cut and trenchless construction methods. 
 
Description of the Environment Potentially Affected 

A detailed description and understanding of the environment is provided according to the 
following categories: 
 
 Natural Environment 
 Built Environment 
 Social Environment 
 Economic Environment 
 Cultural Environment 



Since the new second forcemains associated with the YDSS Modifications would be built 
entirely underground from the existing Newmarket and Bogart Creek Pumping Stations to the 
upstream connection to the Newmarket gravity sanitary sewer essentially mirroring the existing 
YDSS in the Town of Newmarket, no long term or operational potential adverse effects are 
anticipated. There are no overall negative impacts from the YDSS Modifications apart from 
temporary short term disruptions associated with construction activities. 
 
Implementation of the YDSS Modifications 

York Region is planning to implement the proposed YDSS Modifications through a typical 
design-construction-operation process, which would also involve implementing the 
commitments associated with the proposed YDSS Modifications (i.e., mitigation/compensation 
measures, monitoring, permits and approvals, future consultation, etc.) outlined in the York 
Durham Sewage System Modifications (2018) document*. 
 
Commitments and Monitoring for the YDSS Modifications 

The purpose of the environmental effects monitoring is to monitor the net effects associated with 
the construction, operation, and maintenance of the YDSS Modifications, as necessary, and 
implement further mitigation measures, monitoring, and contingency plans, where possible, so 
that: 

1. Predicted net negative effects are not more than expected; 
2. Unanticipated negative effects are addressed; and 
3. Predicted benefits are realized. 

 
Proposed On-going Consultation Plan 

York Region is proposing an on-going consultation plan during construction and operation of the 
proposed YDSS Modifications including review agencies, Indigenous communities and the 
public. 
 
Approvals Required for the York Durham Sewage System Modifications 

There are a number of federal, provincial and municipal approvals anticipated in order to 
implement the YDSS Modifications. York Region will obtain all the required permits and 
approvals prior to implementing the YDSS Modifications. 
 

*The York Durham Sewage System Modifications, dated February 2018 and prepared by GHD 
for the Regional Municipality of York,  is only available in English. 
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